[bookmark: _Hlk94090112][bookmark: _Hlk108770477]Virginia:	At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the Municipal Building, May 11, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.
Present:	Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor presiding; Councilors Bill Clear, Shannon Donnelly, Brent Foster, Bob Jeter, Julie Sturgill and P.J. Wolfe.
Absent:	None.
Also Present:	Mr. John E.B. Clark, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene Henderson, MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Jeff Smarr, Recreation/Special Events Coordinator; and Andrew Moss, Police Chief.
Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order. Mr. David Gary, Friendship Baptist Church, gave the Invocation. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Approval of Minutes:
Mrs. Felicia Eller, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer, stated the April 13, 2023 Council meeting minutes were amended.  The Update on East Lee Highway II Project was amended to correct the amount of Change order 1 from $52,872 to the correct amount $52,875.  The second paragraph was amended to include the amount of $46,600 for Change Order 2.  
Motion by Brent Foster, second by Bill Clear Council approves as amended the regular April 13, 2023 and Continued April 25, 2023 meeting minutes. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye	 			P.J. Wolfe		Aye
Citizen Time:
Mrs. Rebecca Wilkinson-Smith, Co-President of Chilhowie Community Apple Festival, appeared before Council to review the 2023 Chilhowie Community Apple Festival Master Plan.  Mrs. Wilkinson-Smith stated the Master Plan is the same as previous Master Plans with the exception of dates.  Mr. Clear inquired if the Community Apple Festival has obtained the Virginia Department of Transportation permits required for a parade and street closures.  Mrs. Wilkins-Smith stated the Town’s staff obtains those permits during the month of August.  Mr. Clear inquired about parking permits issued.  Mrs. Wilkinson-Smith stated the Community Apple Festival issues parking permits for vendors to park behind the Old High School.  Mr. Clear inquired if the Town will be reimbursed for overtime wages earned by Town staff working through the festival.  Mr. Clark stated the Public Works employees are paid by the Town for overtime wages earned, but the Community Apple Festival pays the Police Officers personally for the nightly security provided.  Mr. Clear inquired as to who holds to food vendor permits.  Mrs. Wilkinson-Smith stated the Virginia Department of Health inspects all food vendors prior to opening and holds all permits pertaining to food vendors.  
Motion by Bill Clear, second by Bob Jeter Council accepts the 2023 Chilhowie Community Apple Festival Master Plan. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye	 			P.J. Wolfe		Aye
Chief Moss reported to Council National Police Week is May 9, 2023 through May 20, 2023.  May 15, 2023 is designated as Peace Officers Memorial Day in honor of all fallen Officers.  The National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 35th Annual Candlelight Vigil will be held at the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in Washington, D.C. on Saturday, May 13, 2023.  
Mrs. Marlene Henderson presented the following Resolution:
RESOLUTION NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 2023
	WHEREAS, there are more than 800,000 law enforcement officers serving in communities across the United States, including the dedicated members of the Chilhowie Police Department; and
	WHEREAS, there have been 43,649 assaults against law enforcement officers, resulting in 15,369 injuries; and
	WHEREAS, since the first recorded death in 1786, more than 23,785 law enforcement officers in the United States have made the ultimate sacrifice and died in the line of duty; and
	WHEREAS, the names of these dedicated public servants are engraved on the walls of the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in Washington, D.C.; and
	WHEREAS, 556 new names of fallen heroes are being added to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial this spring, including 224 officers killed in 2022 and 332 officers killed in previous years; and
	WHEREAS, the service and sacrifice of all officers who died in the line of duty will be honored during the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund’s 35th Annual Candlelight Vigil, on the evening of Saturday, May 13th; and
	WHEREAS, the Candlelight Vigil is part of National Police Week, which takes place this year on May 13th; and
	WHEREAS, May 15th has been designated as Peach Officers Memorial Day, in honor of all fallen officers and their families and U.S. flags shall be flown at half-staff.
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Town of Chilhowie has formally designated May 9th-20th, 2023, as Police Week in the Town of Chilhowie, and publicly salutes the service of law enforcement officers in our community and in communities across the nation.
Adopted this eleventh day May 2023.
								______________________________
										Mayor
Attest: ______________________________
			Clerk

[bookmark: _Hlk135124454]Motion by Brent Foster, second by Julie Sturgill Council accepts the Resolution as presented. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye	 			P.J. Wolfe		Aye
Old Business:

· Presentation of 2022 Calendar Year Fire/EMS Report – Chief Haynes was absent from the Council meeting due to a fire call.  This matter is continued until the regular scheduled June 8, 2023 Council meeting.

Motion by Brent Foster, second by P.J. Wolfe Council continues this matter until the regular scheduled June Council meeting.   The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye	 			P.J. Wolfe		Aye
· Update on East Lee II Pedestrian Project and Presentation of Pay Request Number 2 in the Amount of $239,383.75 for Construction and $41,470.50 for Engineering – The first progress meeting was held and hosted by the engineer Thompson and Litton.  Representatives from the Town of Chilhowie, Contractor Jones Road and Bridge and OCS who is preforming inspection services was in attendance.  Concerning the Change Orders that was approved during the April 13, 2023 Council meeting, the ditch and pipping is complete with landscaping placed over the site.  Concerning the removal and construction of a new ramp at the Fire Hall, concrete work will begin around May 4, 2023.  The curing of the new concrete will take 48 hours.  The project is currently ahead of schedule. 

Pay Request Number 2 is in the amount of $239,383.75 for construction, and $41,470.50 for engineering.  

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Julie Sturgill Council approves Pay Request Number 2 for East Lee II Pedestrian Project.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye	 			P.J. Wolfe		Aye
Fire and EMS Chief, Mr. David Haynes and Director of Public Works, Mr. Jay Keen, entered the meeting from a fire call at 7:25 p.m.

· Revisit of Presentation of 2022 Calendar Year Fire/EMS Report – Chief Haynes reported 1,632 calls were ran during 2022.  Each year call volume is increasing.  The Training Center was constructed during 2022 and is close to completion.  Mr. Clear inquired as to how many people will train at the facility.  Currently there are three active Fire Academies with roughly 40 in attendance, an EMS class is active with 15 in attendance and other departments will utilize the facility.  

The Director of the Virginia Department of Emergency Management came and reviewed the training facility.  It is a good possibility the training facility will host a Hazmat training and Chief Haynes can serve as an instructor.  

Motion by Shannon Donnelly, second by Bill Clear Council accepts the 2022 Calendar Year Fire/EMS Report.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye	 			P.J. Wolfe		Aye
· Update on Revamping Town’s Website – The revised website should launch within the next week.  The Domain Name has been secured.  Once the website is live there will be one month to make edits without incurring any cost. 

· Update on EMS Situation in Saltville Area – Smyth County began operations in the Saltville area May 1, 2023.  Smyth County is currently hiring employees for the Department.  Smyth County is currently taking inventory of all of the equipment.  If Smyth County had not have taken over operations in Saltville, the Chilhowie Fire and EMS would be serving the area.  

· Update on Violations Regarding Section 22-44 Weed, Trash and Clutter Ordinance at 327 and 315 Sulphur Springs Road – The property owner has appeared in Court and pled guilty.  If the Weed, Trash and Clutter is removed within ninety days the charge will drop.  A lien is still in place on the property.  

Concerning a property on River Road, the property owner has appeared in Court in an attempt to remove the tenants.  The Judge gave an additional thirty days for the tenants to vacate the property.

Mr. Keen advised Council of a business and three properties that are currently violating the Weed, Trash and Clutter Ordinance. 

· Presentation of Scoring Regarding Request for Proposals on Lead Service Inventory from Engineering Firms – The Request for Proposals were advertised in the Smyth County News on March 18th and 25th, and outreached to five Minority and Women Owned Businesses Enterprises.  Two proposals were received for the Lead Service Inventory, Hurt and Proffitt of Blacksburg, Virginia, and Thrasher of Charleston, West Virginia.  The Town Manager graded each firm utilizing five categories such as; knowledge and familiarity of the water system, experience with the Virginia Department of Health projects, qualification of project team, capability to perform services in a timely manner and proximity to project area and accessibility.  Per the scoring categories, Hurt and Proffitt scored 96 points and Thrasher scored 80 points.

Motion by Bob Jeter, second by Brent Foster Council accepts the Town Manger’s scoring and authorizes the Town Manager to engage with contract negotiations with Hurt and Proffitt.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye	 			P.J. Wolfe		Aye
· Report on Pre-Construction Conference at Pathway Park on County Water Improvement Project – A pre-construction conference was held April 18, 2023.  This is a Smyth County project, but the Town will accept the water line into its maintenance system.  Town’s staff expressed concern that there are no check valves or a blow off valve on the system.  The Contractor is concerned they are unable to obtain two fire hydrants in a timely manner due to being on back order.  The Town’s staff volunteered to supply two fire hydrants for the project and the Contractor can reimburse the Town.  

A work schedule and a substantial or final completion date was not presented.  There were also concern that there are no inspection services included in the contract with Draper Aden.  It was made clear the Town cannot provide daily or periodic inspections but would be available for general consultation.  It was stated the Town cannot accept the project into the system unless the inspection services were provided.  

· Reminder of United Way Dinner – United Way of Southwest Virginia hosted a dinner, Tuesday, May 9, 2023 at the Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center.  Several Town representatives that participated in the Celebrity Bagging during November 2022 attended the dinner.  The Mayor accepted the award presented to the Town for raising the most donations for United Way. Others in attendance included the City of Bristol, Town of Blacksburg, Town of Radford and the Town of Marion.  

· Update on Assembly of Fire Department Aerial Ladder Truck – Atlantic Emergency Solutions is now submitting weekly reports on the trucks in production.  The aerial truck was started on May 1, 2023.  The production of the pumper truck will begin soon.  
New Business:
· Adopt a Resolution Authorizing the Mayor or Town Manager to Execute Any and All Documents to Sell the Property Located at 160 River Road – The property at 160 River Road is close to closing.  Mrs. Henderson presented the following:
RESOLUTION BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CHILHOWIE, VIRGINIA
AUTHORIZING MAYOR OR TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN NECESSARY DOCUMENTS

	WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Chilhowie accepted the bid of Luis and Martha Quirate for $8,600 as to certain property (53-A-78, 96130, 160 River Road, Chilhowie, VA) of the Town; and

	WHEREAS, the purchasers are now ready to complete the transaction.

	BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Chilhowie hereby authorizes the Mayor or Town Manager to sign any Deed or other necessary documents on behalf of the Town with regard to said transaction.

	Resolution approved and enacted by vote of council this 11th day of May, 2023.


								_____________________________
									Gary L. Heninger, Mayor

Attest:
______________________________
      Marlene L. Henderson, Clerk
Motion by Julie Sturgill, second by Bob Jeter Council adopts the Resolution as presented.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye	 			P.J. Wolfe		Aye
· Report on Youth Government Day April 20th – Youth Government Day was held Thursday, April 20, 2023.  Seven students were in attendance to tour the Town of Chilhowie facilities.  The students were provided lunch by the Riverfront Café and was returned to Chilhowie Christian Church for the Smyth County Opportunity and Employment Fair.  

· Report on Comprehensive Regional Wastewater Study – The Southwest Virginia Comprehensive Regional Wastewater Study was sponsored by the Department of Environmental Quality and completed by The Lane Group.   This is the first study conducted on wastewater since 2005.  The conclusion section of the study for the Town of Chilhowie states the Town’s collection system had three reported sewer system overflows during the calendar year 2021.  Two of the overflows were due to excessive Infiltration and Inflow.  

· Presentation of Contract on Splash Pad – A proposed contract was received by National Pools of Roanoke.  Town Attorney, Mr. Paul Cassell, had reviewed the contract and expressed concern that no provisions for time to start or time to complete the project was included in the contract.  Also, the contract does not include insurance information and it requires a reimbursement of 3% cost for a performance bond.  The contract also includes a statement that the Subcontractor shall not be responsible for delays caused by Covid-19.  Mr. Cassell will make changes to the contract and submit to Nathan Brown, Barrington Landscape Architecture, and then National Pools of Roanoke for approval.

Motion by Brent Foster, second by P.J. Wolfe Council approves the contract with changes and will submit to Nathan Brown, Barrington Landscape Architecture, and then to National Pools of Roanoke. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye	 			P.J. Wolfe		Aye
· Bishop Request to Purchase Property – Mr. Tom Bishop has submitted a letter stating Berry Home Centers, Inc. would like to purchase the following four vacant tracks of property owned by the Town of Chilhowie:  Tax I.D. Numbers 53D3-A37, 53D3-A36, 53D3-A33 and 53D3-A32.  Council can advertise for bids for these tracks or can turn over to Smyth County’s Industrial Development Authority.
Motion by Julie Sturgill, second by Bill Clear Council continues this matter until the regular scheduled June 8, 2023 Council meeting. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye	 			P.J. Wolfe		Aye
Department Reports:
Mr. Clark reported he submitted a letter to Ms. Kelly Ward, Director, Virginia Department of Health, accepting the funding package for the Seven Mile Ford Water Replacement Project and the System Wide Meter Replacement Project.  

Mr. Clark also reported the Garden Club and Town staff will be working together on the Butterfly Garden and other flower beds within Town.  C.O.A.C.H. donated $1,500 to the Town for the planters and flowers along Main Street.  

Chief Haynes stated that Mr. Keen and himself was late to Council due to a fire next to a structure started by an overheated Lithium-Ion Battery. The Fire Department was able to save the structure.

Mr. Keen reported Public Works applied 248 tons of Bio Solids over the past two days. 

Mr. Smarr reported the second music event in the park is Saturday, May 13, 2023.  The Band Gentlemen and Liars are providing live entertainment.  Mr. Smarr stated that it was disappointing to learn the Young Smyth Professionals in conjunction with Chamber of Commerce of Smyth County was unable to provide a Beer Garden at this event and the food vendor was also unable to attend.  Mr. Smarr is currently seeking a food vendor for this event.  Mr. Smarr also expressed his appreciation to everyone for their support for the Splash Pad Project.  Community members are also providing great comments regarding the Recreation Park upgrades.

Any Other Council Business:

Mr. Foster inquired if the Town or Building Official has a Policy to make sure residential rental property is up to Code.  Chief Haynes stated the Maintenance Code has a Rental Property Inspection Policy Council would have to adopt in order to enforce.  Chief Haynes will look into the matter. 





Motion by Bill Clear, second by P.J. Wolfe Council adjourns this meeting at 8:21 p.m.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:
	Bill Clear		Aye      			Shannon Donnelly	Aye
	Brent Foster		Aye				Bob Jeter		Aye
	Julie Sturgill		Aye      			P.J. Wolfe		Aye


______________________________Mayor		______________________________Clerk
	Gary L. Heninger				           Marlene L. Henderson, MMC          
 
   
  


 


